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SUBJECT: FIR*T LEBANESE PRESS ATTACKS ON AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE GODLEY 

1. TWO BEIRUT PUBLICATIONS, INDEPENDENT WEEKLY AL USBU' AL 'ARABI 
AND LEFTIST DAILY AL YOUM, ON DEC. 31 CARRIED ARTICLES (EXCERPTS 
GIVEN BELOW) CRITICIZING AMBASSADOR GODLEYS APPOINTMENT TO BEIRUT 
ON GROUNDS THAT HIS "TARNISHED PAST" AS COUNTER-INSURGENCY EXPERT 
BOD*S IL* FOR LEBANON’S INTERNAL STABILITY IN GENERAL AND LEBANESE- 
PALESTINIAN RELATIONS IN PARTICULAR. AL YOUM WENT SO FAR AS TO DEMAND 
THAT GOL WITHDRAW ITS AGREEMENT TO GODLEY S APPOINTMENT. WHICH IF 
DESCRIBED AS AN "OBVIOUS PROVOCATION '. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THESE TWO ARTICLES, WHICH WE BELIEVE MAY HERALD 
START OF MORE BROADLY GAUGED ATTACK ON GODLEY'S APPOINTMENT BY 
LEBANESE LEFT, WE HAVE BEGUN TO PICK UP SIMILAR MURMURINGS 
AMONG OTHER LOCAL OPPOSITION PERSONALITIES (NEWSMEN AND 
POLITICIANS ALIKE) WHO ARE PREDICTABLY ALERT FOR ANY OPPORTUNITY 
TO EMBARRASS OR CREATE DIFFICULTIES FOR GOL. LURID TATES OF 
AMBASSADOR GODLEY'S PAST. COMBINED WITH REHEASHED "BIG LIE" 

STORIES OF THIS EMBASSY'S ALLEGED ROLE IN PAST ATTACKS ON FEDAYEEN 
IN LEBANON. CAN THEREFORE BE EXPECTED TO GAIN WIDER CIRCULATION 
HERE IN DAYS AHEAD (FBIS M022035). WE DOUBT. HOWEVER, THAT IN 

AND O* THEMSELVES THEY WILL DO MORE THAN TITILLATE A LEBANESE 
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MONGERING. 

3. AL USBU'AL 'ARABI STORY, CITING LEBANESE FOREGIN MINPTRY AS*SOURCE, DESCRIBED*AMBASSADOR GODLEY AS *ONE OF 
AMERICA'S BEST 

COUNTERINSURGENCY EXPERTS, HA*ING USED HIS EXPERTISE ON WIDEST 
SCALE*AS AMBASSADOR IN LAOS WHERE HE SUPERVISED PLANS FOR 
COMBATTING AND ATTACKING LAOTIAN REVOLUTIONARIES". GODLEY’S 
"TARNISHED PAST", SAID USBU’, IS CAUSING STRONG ANXIETY IN OFFICIAL 
LEBANESE CIRCLES, WHO FEAR HE "MAY HAVE A SPECIFIC MISSION 
CONNECTED WITH FUTURE OF FEDAYEEN IN LEBANON AFTER PEACE ACCORDS 
ARE SIGNED AT GENEVA". MAGAZINE CLAIMED GOL AUTHORITIES "HAVE 
ARRANGED THINGS SO THAT CREATION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE 
WOULD SOLVE PROBLE OF ARMED PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON 
PEACEFULLY AND AMICABLY... .WITH ENDANGERING NATIONAL UNITY". 

IT CONCLUDED THERE IS FEAR THAT ARRIVAL OF THIS COUNTER-INSUR- 
GENCY EXPERT IN BEIRUT IS RELATED TO AMERICAN AND ISRAELI OPPOSI- 
TION TO THE CREATION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE. THIS WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY 
MEAN-IN EVENT PLO IS EXCLUDED FROM SUCCESSFUL PEACE CONFER- 
ENCE AT GENEVA-ARMED EXPLOSION IN LEBANON BETWEEN GOL AND 
FEDAYEEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH PLAN PERHAPS BEING PREPARED BY CIA 
AT THIS VERY MOMENT". 

4. AL YOUM, IN EDITORIAL ENTITLED "REJECT GODLEY'S NOMINATION", 

ALSO DWELT ON AMBASSADOR'S "UGLY ROLE" IN LAOS, WHERE IT SAID HE 
WAS NICKNAMED "THE COLONEL" AND USED TO BOAST TO FOREIGN CORRES- 
PONDENTS ABOUT HIS ROLE IN "BOMBING PEACEFUL CITIES AND ENCOURAGING 
EXCESSES COMMITTED BY US MILITARY ADVISERS". YOUM SNIFFED THAT 
ALTHOUGH THESE QUALITIES HAD DISQUALIFIED GODLEY FROM HIGH-LEVEL POST 
IN WASHINGTON, "THEY APPEAR NOT TO DISQUALIFY HIM FROM BECOMING 
AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON, WHICH LEADS ONE TO ASSUME HE IS BEING 

SENT HERE FOR A V RY SPECIFIC PURPOSE. TERMING GODLEY'S APPOINT 
MENT AN "OBVIOUS AND EXPLICIT PROVOCATION" AND WARNING THAT 
FOLLOWING HES ARRIV*L BEIRU WOULDBECOME "CENTER FOR ACTIVITIES 
THATGO BEYOND MERE DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION", PAPER DEMANDED 
THAT GOL WITHDRAW ITS AGREEMENT TO HIS NOMINATION. 

"LEBANESE PEOPLE", IT CONCLUDED " WILL NOT ACCEPT REPETITION OF 
EVENTS OF APRIL AND MAY AND OF CRIMINA ATTEMPTS TO WEAKEN 
LEBANESE-PALE*TINIAN SO*IDARITY". BUFFUM 
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